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NEW GP SERVICE FOR CHILDREN U6 AND SENIORS 70+
Starting in July, the new GP service without
fees will benefit 8,000 children in Dublin
West aged up to five years of age, and
senior citizens aged 70 or more. The service
is the first concrete step to universal health
care, providing wider access to health care
without fees to more people, alongside
a renewed focus on primary care, better
management of chronic disease in the
community, wellness and prevention.

HOSPICE OPENS

There are no means tests or sickness tests.
You can sign up on on-line. All you need
is your name, PPS number and contact
Minister Varadkar pictured with Archbishop Diarmuid
Martin performing the official opening of St Francis
details, and your child’s date of birth and
Hospice in Blanchardstown. The 24 bed in-patient unit has
PPS number. You will also need to know the
been fully open since February staffed with HSE funding.
The land for the hospice was provided by the State and
name of your doctor of choice. Children who
was built with millions raised by the local community
already have a medical card or a GP visit card
including major contributions from Castleknock Tennis
Club and the Blanchardstown Shopping Centre.
do not need to register again. For children
Fundraising continues to pay down the debt and provide
additional hospice services.
under six, the new service also includes
dedicated asthma checks for
children with the condition,
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL BLANCHARDSTOWN
and two wellness assessments
aimed at identifying future
health problems early such as
childhood obesity.
This new and improved service
will be provided to all children
under six including those who
already have medical cards.
Some GPs will also provide
a new enhanced diabetes
management service for adults
with Type II diabetes who have a
medical card or doctor visit card.
This means that your diabetes
can be managed by the GP and
practice nurse who you know,
rather than in the hospital clinic.

It is up to individual GPs to decide if they
want to provide these new and enhanced
services. Patients are free to move from
one GP to another if they so wish, provided
the GP can accommodate them.
You will not receive a Doctor Visit Card
automatically. You have to sign up. Signing
up is simple and you can do so on-line at
www.gpvisitcard.ie . If you already have a
medical card or doctor visit card you do not
need to register.
Once you register, we will send you an
SMS with the GP Visit Card number for
your child and the actual card will follow
in the post. You can ring 1890 252 919 for
further advice.
A small number of GPs may not be using the
on-line system, in which case we will contact
you by e-mail with a form to print
off to bring to your GP.

This summer a planning application will be lodged with An Bord Pleanala for the New
Children’s Hospital, which includes both the main hospital on the St James Hospital
Campus and satellite centres in Blanchardstown and Tallaght. All things going to plan,
permission will be secured by the end of the year or early next year with construction
underway by this time next year. The satellite centres will open in 2017 and the main
hospital in 2019. The Blanchardstown satellite centre will be a three storey building
located in front of the existing hospital. It will have a walk-in Children’s Emergency
Department or Urgent Care Centre and an out-patient department for rapid access and
other clinics. The satellite centres will be under the governance of the New Children’s
Hospital Trust and will share the same staff and ICT systems.
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Anyone aged 70 or over who
does not already have a
Medical Card or Doctor Visit
Card, will be entitled this
summer to see their GP without
paying fees. You can also sign
up on-line or using a form that
can be provided by your doctor
or your local HSE office.
Subject
to
successful
negotiations with the Irish
Medical Organisation, it is
intended to phase in GP services
without fees to other children
and manage more chronic
diseases in general practice in
the coming years.

DUBLIN WEST UPDATE

ACTION ON BURGLARIES

Crime has fallen overall under this government with fewer public order offences, drugs and firearm offences and a reduction in the
murder rate. But there has been an increase in burglaries and neighbourhoods close to the M50 have been particularly vulnerable.
The Government and Minister Frances Fitzgerald are taking action by:

•
•

Resuming Garda recruitment and re-opening Templemore
which was closed by Fianna Fáil
Providing 17 new Garda cars and new Garda recruits to
Blanchardstown Garda Station

PRIMARY CARE CENTRE NO.2

•
•
•

Tougher sentences for burglars with previous convictions
Tough or no bail for repeat offenders charged with burglaries
Operation Acer which targets burglary gangs in the
Greater Dublin Area

PRIMARY CARE CENTRE NO.3

The new Primary Care Centre on Navan Road.

Work underway on the new Primary Care Centre in Corduff

You may have noticed the new primary care centre on the Navan Road. It will be officially opened by Minister Varadkar
later in the year. The Navan Road primary care centre is the second provided by the Government in Dublin West, after the
Blanchardstown Primary Centre which opened last year. The Blanchardstown one is located close to the Shopping Centre
and Fingal County Council offices. A third is now under construction in Corduff and will open next year. These new primary
care centres join 40 already open across the country, with another 20 under construction. 15 more are planned and will
receive funding from the European Investment Bank. This is the first time the Bank has invested in health care infrastructure
in Ireland. Separately, the health centre in Roselawn will be extended and renovated including the provision of additional
car-parking. Work is expected to begin later this year, subject to planning permission. These primary care centres include GP
surgeries, physiotherapy, occupational and speech and language therapy, social work, psychology and mental health teams.

MARRIAGE EQUALITY

Dublin West recorded the eighth highest vote in favour of marriage equality out of 43 constituencies. More than 70% of voters
in Dublin West said Yes and a majority of voters supported it in every polling station and ballot box. In the weeks running up to
the referendum, over 1,000 people - mainly younger voters - registered to do so for the first time. I particularly want to thank and
recognise all those who campaigned for a Yes vote including the Yes Equality canvass team, local businesses, unions, NGOs and
individuals who did so in their own quiet way. While many other countries have marriage equality, Ireland is the first to enshrine
it in our constitution and to do so by popular vote. This makes us a beacon for liberty and equality for the world.

GERRY & MICHEAL?

FG SELECTS
VARADKAR & NOONE
TO CONTEST THE
GENERAL ELECTION

Next spring, Ireland will vote to elect a new Dail and a new government. While
there are lots of new parties, small parties and independents in the Dail, only
three political parties are large enough to lead a government. The opinion polls
indicate that there are two options facing the Irish people. One is to re-elect
the current government led by Fine Gael. The alternative is a coalition of Fianna
Fáil and Sinn Féin, led by either one of them. At their recent conference, Fianna
Fáil members voted to rule out a coalition with Fine Gael but not with Sinn Fein.
Their plan is clear: to form a coalition with Gerry Adams’s party.

Due to the sacrifices of the Irish people and the decisions taken by the
Government, Ireland is back on track. There are 100,000 more people at work than in 2012 and unemployment is at a seven
year low. Debt is falling, the public finances are back in order and people are starting to see their take-home pay increase
again due to pay rises in some sectors, and cuts to income tax and USC in the Budget. There will be more of this in the next
Budget. Fine Gael is best placed to protect the recovery from those who would undermine it, and build on the recovery to
ensure that it benefits everyone and all parts of the community.

Fine Gael members in Dublin
West have selected local TD
and Minister for Health, Leo
Varadkar and Senator Catherine
Noone to contest the General
Election. Minister Varadkar’s
nomination was proposed by
Senator Eamonn Coghlan.
Senator Noone is a solicitor by
profession and was first elected
to the Senate in 2011. She is
the Fine Gael spokesperson in
the Seanad on European Affairs.
During her time in the Seanad,
she has focused on a number
of issues including consumer
affairs, obesity and alcohol
legislation. She is a passionate
advocate for ensuring that
Dublin West is well represented
on all matters.

LUTTRELLSTOWN
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE PHASE II
Plans for phase two of this
popular new secondary school
were presented to parents and
local residents at a public meeting
in May. Phase II includes a sports
hall, gym and community facility
alongside additional classrooms.
It is hoped to submit a planning
application over the summer and
to begin construction next year.

Visit Leo Varadkar’s Website at www.leovaradkar.ie for more informatio
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VARADKAR WELCOMES €2.58M FOR COUNCIL PROJECTS THIS YEAR
Fingal County Council will carry out the following improvements to footpaths, roads, parks and public lighting this year. Some of the
work has already been done and most of it will be completed in the summer or autumn. The works are being funded out of council
income from the Local Property Tax (LPT), business rates and Government grants from the National Transport Authority. Please contact
us if you would like anything to be considered now for the 2016 Works Programme.
I’d like to thank Cllr. Ted Leddy, Deputy Mayor of Fingal, Cllr. Eithne Loftus, Cllr. Kieran Dennison and the FCC staff for helping to secure
the Council funding for this programme.
Road resurfacing/maintenance: FCC has
allocated €700,000 to roads for either surface
restoration improvements or maintenance. Part of
this funding will be spent on the following:
•
Oakview

CONNOLLY

• Mulhuddart cemetery €25,000 to complete
extension (planting and pathways) and complete
area for interring of ashes.

Footpath repairs: These will be carried out
throughout the constituency and the total
allocation for these works is €466,000.
Breakdown as follows:

The National Transport Authority (NTA) has
allocated €583,000 in its Works Programme
and the following may be of interest:

€65,000 for footpath repairs:
• Clonsilla Road/Clonsilla Village
• Porters Gate
• Beechpark to Clonsilla Train Station
€78,000 for works at Hartstown/Huntstown
• Inglewood – footpath repairs
• Meadow and Cherryfield - footpath repairs
• Huntstown Court - footpath repairs
• Ashfield - footpath repairs
• Cherryfield Lawn – access treatment/
road patching
€30,000 for works at Mulhuddart:
• Dromheath –footpath repairs
• Church Road – footpath repairs
• Village Heights – road patching/resurfacing
• Mulhuddart Wood – footpath repairs
Note: Fingal has made application to the
NTA for funding for signalised pedestrian
crossings at:
• Ladyswell Road (including relocation of bus
stop) - €35,000
• Main Street, Mulhuddart (Blakestown Road to
Spar Shop) - €30,000

• Playing Pitch improvements €45,000 to carry
out annual drainage and surface improvements to
over 50 playing pitches.

•

Minister Leo Varadkar pictured at the 60th
anniversary celebrations for Connolly Hospital.
The hospital employs 900 people and now forms
part of the RCSI Hospital Group.

- Preliminary design and planning for this
high quality east west city centre cycle
route linking 3 Arena in the east with
Heuston Station and the Phoenix Park in
the west
•

Millennium Park €50,000 to include:
- restoration of Walled Garden and repair of
stone work
- installation of new signage and kerbing to
entrances
- continue improvement of woodland walks
- reinforcement of events area to facilitate
funfair, ice rink etc.

•

Tolka Valley Park €30,000 to include:
- renewal of boardwalks
- repair of various entrances

•

Hartstown Park €50,000 to include:
- continue installation of exercise equipment
- provision of seating and signage
- entrance improvements

Royal Canal Greenway - €200,000
- Finalisation of the design, planning and
preparation of tender documents for this
section of the Royal Canal Route from
Phibsboro to Ashtown - €100,000

Parks: An allocation of €530,000 has been
assigned for a variety of works in the
following parks:
•

Liffey Quays Cycle Route - €150,000

- Planning and design of cycle route on Royal
Canal towpath, from 12th Lock to the county
boundary with Kildare (including ‘deep
sinking’ section) - €100,000
•

Blanchardstown Sustainable Transport
improvements - €80,000
- Design, planning and subsequent
implementation of key elements such
as pedestrian movement improvements
(pedestrian crossings, footpath widening
etc.), cycle network development, bus
support measures.

ST MOCHTA’S NEW SCHOOL
Plans are progressing to replace the existing school buildings with new start-of-the-art accommodation which will retain the old ‘white school’ as
part of the new design. New school buildings are desperately needed as the school has expanded in recent years to accommodate more children.
Many of the temporary buildings currently in use are in poor condition. Minister for Education, Jan O’Sullivan visited the school recently and has
agreed to do her best to include it in the next round of school projects which will be announced in September.

mation on local news.....

SCHOOL WORKS - €36 million investment in 559 schools throughout the
country including the following:
Schoil Mhuire GNS
Chapelizod NS
Dominican Convent Girls
St. Philip's Senior NS
SN Eoin Bosco Boys
Scoil Thomais
Scoil Mhuire

Navan Road, D7
Chapelizod, D20
Cabra, D7
Mountview, Clonsilla
Navan Road, D7
Laurel Lodge, Castleknock
Mount Sackville Convent,
Chapelizod, D20

St. Dominic's College

Cabra, D7

Riversdale Community College

Blanchardstown Road nth

Windows
Windows
Windows
Windows
Windows
Windows
Structural
Improvements
Structural
Improvements
Curricular
Requirements

NEW ESTATE

SCHOOLS

MOTOCROSS

Minister Varadkar and Cllr Eithne Loftus attend the
official opening of Mulhuddart Motocross Club.
The club is a collaboration involving members, the
community and Fingal County Council.

PARKRUNS

Minister Varadkar and Principal John Cronin at
Castleknock Community College visiting the new
extension and sports facilities.

Minister Leo Varadkar, Cllr Ted Leddy and Cllr Kieran
Dennison at the official opening of the new McGarrell
Reilly housing development at Hansfield near Ongar. It
is the first major new housing estate in D15 to be built in
almost eight years, providing much-needed construction
jobs and family housing. As Transport Minister, Leo
secured funding to build an access road for the new
train station and the new housing development.

PORTERSTOWN PARK

Fingal County Council is planning a major upgrade of Porterstown Park. Plans include a significantly
enlarged car park to improve safety, a cricket oval in the lower field which is not currently in use thus
allowing a dedicated area for athletics again, improved and levelled GAA and soccer pitches.

Irish Athlete and Sports Council chief John
Treacy joins Leo to announce that the hugely
popular parkrun initiative is going nationwide
with funding from the Department of Health, the
Sports Council and Philip Lee Solicitors. There is
a free timed 5k parkrun in Hartstown Park every
Saturday morning at 9.30am. More at parkrun.ie.

PHOENIX PARK CONCERTS

The OPW has confirmed that there will be no
concerts in the Phoenix Park this summer.
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CASTLEKNOCK ELECTORAL AREA
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CASTLEKNOCK ELECTORAL AREA

Deerpark Avenue, Castleknock, Dublin 15.
Email: loftuseithne@gmail.com Phone: 087 622 3419

CLLR KIERAN DENNISON

MULHUDDART ELECTORAL AREA

37A, Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15. Phone: 087 259 5949
Email: kierandennison@gmail.com
Web: www kierandennison.com

