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LEO VARADKAR TD

€733K BOOST FOR SPORT IN DUBLIN WEST

VARADKAR - Working for You in Dáil Éireann

Minister Varadkar and Deputy Mayor Ted Leddy opening the new BMX track in  
St Catherine’s Park near Lucan. Managed by Fingal County Council, the park has a playground, 

pitches, car-parking, toilets and several scenic walks through woods and along the river.

Local TD and Minister for Transport, 
Tourism & Sport Leo Varadkar has 
announced €733,600 in grant funding 
for sports clubs and organisations in the 
Dublin West Constituency.  In total, 11 
clubs and community organisations will 
benefit from this round of funding and 
all clubs based in Dublin 15 and Dublin 
7 which submitted valid applications 
were awarded a grant.  This funding 
comes on top of grants of €779,000 
allocated by Minister Varadkar for 16 
projects in December 2012, including 
funding for the recently opened all-
weather pitch at ‘Ongar Community 
Centre’ and many other projects that 
are complete or have yet to draw their 
funding down. Minister Varadkar has 
also provided funding to re-open the De 
Paul swimming pool on the Navan Road. 

“When they were in government back 
in 2008, Fianna Fáil, the Greens and the 
Independents scrapped sports grants 

for local clubs. In government, Fine Gael 
and Labour re-instated the programme 
and as a result I have been able to 
allocate almost €2 million for 29 sporting 
projects in Dublin 15 and Dublin 7. 
We are also developing the National 
Sport Campus in Blanchardstown in 
co-operation with the GAA, FAI, IRFU 
and Hockey Ireland. Investment in 
sport makes sense. It improves public 
health, creates employment and helps 
to build communities. It is taxpayers’ 
money well spent in my view”. Minister 
Varadkar said.

Details of this round of grants is as 
follows:

•	 IT Blanchardstown / St Peregrines 
GAA: Floodlit pitch at IT 
Blanchardstown - €193,000

•	 Castleknock Hurling and Football: 
Clubhouse/Gym/Dressing Rooms 
- €198,632

•	 St Mochta’s Football Club: All-
weather pitch and floodlighting 
- €181,303

•	 Coolmine Rugby Club: Fencing/
Dugouts/Equipment - €72,683

•	 St Brigid’s GAA: Upgrade Handball 
Courts - €31,288

•	 Hartstown/Huntstown FC: 
Changing Rooms - €25,000

•	 Civil Service Cricket Club, Phoenix 
Park: Fencing and Security - 
€20,877

•	 Sport Club 15 (Special Olympics): 
Equipment Grant – €1,036

•	 Royal Canal Park Community 
Association: Equipment Grant - 
€742

•	 Mountview Boys and Girls: 
Equipment Grant - €7,682

•	 Activ Multisport Triathlon Club: 
Equipment Grant - €1,423 

LOCAL AND EUROPEAN ELECTIONS
The recent elections were not easy for Fine Gael. Our vote was down 
on the last election for a number of reasons that we have taken note 
of. Nonetheless, Brian Hayes was elected to the European Parliament 
for Dublin alongside three other Fine Gael MEPs, giving us more 
representatives than any other party. Senator Eamonn Coghlan polled 
almost 4,000 votes in the Dublin West by-election which was a good 
result for a first time candidate. In the local elections, Kieran Dennison 
and Eithne Loftus were re-elected to Fingal County Council and Ted 
Leddy picked up an extra seat for the party in Castleknock. Ted was 
recently elected as Deputy Mayor.  Unfortunately, our other candidates 
Maria Mc Grail, Henry Minogue, Philip O’Callaghan and David Rouse 
were unsuccessful on this occasion.

We are all very grateful to everyone who voted for Fine Gael in these 
recent elections. You can be sure we will be working hard and working 
as a team to rebuild the economy, keep income taxes down, protect 
services and ensure that our area gets its fair share of new jobs and 
investment.  We will also strive to regain the trust and support of those 
who did not vote for us on this occasion.

CASTLEKNOCK, BLANCHARDSTOWN, CLONEE,  
CLONSILLA, MULHUDDART, ASHTOWN & NAVAN ROAD

BLANCH PRIMARY CARE  
CENTRE OPENS
The new state-of-the-art Primary Care Centre in Blanchardstown 
was officially opened in May. It’s located next to the public library 
in the Blanchardstown Centre and is one of dozens of primary 
care centres being opened up all over of the country. It’s part of a 
move to provide more health care in the community rather than in 
hospitals and to move to free primary care for everyone. As part of 
this programme, the new primary care centre for Ashtown/Navan 
Road will open in spring 2015 and work is expected to begin before 
the end of year on the primary care centre in Corduff, now that 
planning permission has been secured, and it should be open in 
late 2015/early 2016. The Roselawn Health Centre is also being 
upgraded and extended. Additional parking will be provided as 
part of the upgrade. The Government is investing in health care in 
Dublin 15. 

Other developments include the MRI scanner and Medical 
Assessment Unit in Connolly Hospital and the announcement 
that an Urgent Care Centre for sick children will be built at the 
Blanchardstown Hospital.  Funding has also been provided to open 
beds at St Francis Hospice later in the year.

Minister Varadkar with recently elected councillors Kieran Dennison,  
Ted Leddy and Eithne Loftus’

ASHTOWN TO CASTLEKNOCK 
GREENWAY OPENS
Minister Varadkar opened the Ashtown to Castleknock Greenway 
recently, which was built with more than €1.1 million of funding from 
his Department. This is a fantastic local amenity and will eventually form 
part of a complete Greenway from Dublin to Galway. The €2 million 
Ashtown to Castleknock stretch is a 2.5km Greenway along the Royal 
Canal and a valuable local amenity for walkers, cyclists and other local 
residents in west Dublin. But it will also form part of the first national 
Greenway running right across the country, from the Docklands in Dublin 
city to the Atlantic coast in Galway.

“It’s great to see the Galway to Dublin Greenway taking shape. Two 
years ago we only had a simple idea to run a Greenway along the Royal 
Canal. Now three sections are open to the public and being used actively 
by walkers, cyclists and for other leisure pursuits. Today I’m delighted 
to formally open this new section between Ashtown to Castleknock,” 
Minister Varadkar said.

“I’m also pleased to confirm the preferred route for the section running 
between Athlone and the Galway coast. Instead of trying to build the 
entire route in one go, at a time when resources are very limited, I have 
taken an incremental approach by developing each section as funding 
becomes available”. 

REDUCED BUS/TRAIN FARES FOR 
STUDENTS
School children, students and people under the age of 19 will benefit from 
simplified and, in some cases, reduced fares on trains, buses and Luas from 
August. Furthermore, all children up to the age of four will travel free. A whole 
series of different fare structures for students, school children and scholars 
has been streamlined and public transport users under the age of 19 can now 
benefit from simpler fares using a Leap Card. The main beneficiaries will be 
students between the ages of 16-18 inclusive who will only have to pay the child 
fare if they use a personalised Leap card. More information will be available at  
www.leapcard.ie

The Government has set a target of increasing the number of journeys by pub-
lic transport by 5 million in 2014.  If current trends continue, we will exceed 
that target.
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MULHUDDART ELECTORAL AREA

37A, Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15
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Web: www.kierandennison.com
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MINISTER LEO VARADKAR
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STABILITY, JOBS AND PROGRESS 
IGNORE THE SHOUTING, EXAMINE THE FACTS

The Budget Gap 
has fallen from 
8.9% under the FF/
Greens/Independent 
Government to 4.8% 
under FG/Labour.

Debt-to-GDP 
peaked in 2013 
at 123.7% but 
on a downward 
projection.

42,700 extra full-
time jobs created 
in the last year.

RETAIL SALES2M 
MEDICAL AND GP 
VISIT CARDS – MORE 
THAN EVER BEFORE

TOURISM  

A MILLION EXTRA
INTERNATIONAL VISITORS 
EVERY YEAR

ANGLO,  
PROMISSORY NOTES  
IBRC 
BANK GUARANTEE
 ALL HISTORY

€10 BILLION
AMOUNT RECOVERED 
FROM THE BANKS SO FAR 8%

UP

UNEMPLOYMENT: - NOW BELOW  
EUROPEAN AVERAGE

CLOSING THE BUDGET GAP (DEFICIT)

SPECIAL NEEDS 
ASSISTANTS

NUMBER OF 
TEACHING STAFF

 (FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT 
POSTS ALLOCATED)

2003 2012 2013 2014

4,979

10,117 10,390 10,656

PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT
PASSENGERS

3.5%
UP

FIRST
LEVEL

ALL  
SECOND
LEVEL

SECOND
LEVEL 
EXCLUDING
PLC

2012/13 - 32,175

2012/13 - 25,374

2012/13 - 23,470

2013/14 - 23,907

2013/14 - 25,626

2013/14 - 32,828

•	 Irish employment 
increased by 2.3%  
(year on year) in Q1.

•	 The standardised 
umemployment rate 
(SUR) was down to 
11.8% in May - from a 
peak of 15.1% in 2012.

•	 Irish employment growth 
was the strongest in the 
EU in H2 2013.
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Ireland targeting
deficit well below 

EU-prescribed 
ceiling again

MORETEACHERS

MORESPECIALNEEDS ASSISTANTS

REDUCING THE COST OF BORROWING AND  
INTEREST PAYMENTS ON THE NATIONAL DEBT
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