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School Building Programme
powers ahead
HUNTSTOWN

HANSFIELD

Leo visits Sacred Heart of Jesus National School in
Huntstown on a very special day to open the new playing
pitch, playground and classroom and raise the school’s
newly awarded yellow flag for equality and diversity.

Work will begin on the satellite
centre for the new National
Children’s Hospital later this
year. The satellite centre will be
a large, brand-new three storey
building to the east of the main
entrance of Connolly’s adult
Hospital. Opening its doors
in 2018, it will be one of two
satellite centres operated and
staffed by the new National
Children’s Hospital which will
be based on the campus of
St James.

Leo performs the official opening of Hansfield Educate Together National School, one of Dublin 15’s
many new state-of-the-art schools.

T

he massive school building programme in Dublin 15 & 7 is powering
ahead. Under Fianna Fáil, Dublin West was a school crisis zone. There
weren’t enough places for children in local schools, while thousands of
others were being educated in prefabs or dilapidated buildings. Over the
past few years, the area has become a school building site with dozens of new
schools being built, extended or refurbished. This will continue with several more
schools being built or extended in the years to come.
Minor summer works will also be carried out at the following schools over the
holidays: St Vincent’s Navan Road (emergency works), Coolmine Community
School (external works), Blakestown Community School (mechanical) and
St Patrick’s Diswellstown (structural). Separately, provision has been made
to provide more than 800 extra Special Needs Assistants (SNAs) across the
country for the new school year.

Current School Building Projects
School

Project

Update

Luttrellstown Community College

Extension, sports hall
and community centre

Planning permission granted.
Works to commence soon

St Patrick’s National School,
Corduff

Total Rebuild

Planning permission granted.
Works to commence soon

Le Cheile Secondary School,
Tyrrelstown

New Build

Construction started in
November. School is due to be

St Mochtas National School,
Clonsilla

Total Rebuild

Planning permission granted.
Works to commence soon

Powerstown Educate Together
National School

New Build

Complete New school opens
on 29th August 2016.

Gaelscoil Ui Chulainn

New Build

Building will be completed in
April 2017

Work to begin on
Children’s Unit at
Connolly Hospital

Leo Varadkar
appointed
Minister for Social
Protection
Leo Varadkar TD has been appointed as
Ireland’s new Minister for Social Protection.
The Department has the largest budget of any
government Department at €19 billion and its
payments and schemes affect every household,
ranging from pensions to child benefit to
sick pay, community employment, carers,
disability, maternity benefits and jobseeker
supports. Key priorities for Leo and the new
Government include:
• activation, so that more people on welfare
are assisted to move into the workforce,
• a new deal for the self-employed,
• a move towards a more European social
insurance system with greater benefits
for contributors like paternity benefit, and
dental and optical benefits
• progress towards a universal pension
scheme,
• reducing poverty and disadvantage in
urban and rural Ireland,
• the development of a Working Family Payment,
• improving the financial support provided
to pensioners, carers, and people with
disabilities, among others.

VARADKAR - Working for you in Dáil Éireann

The new centre will include
an urgent care centre, outpatient clinics, a child sexual
assault facility and operating
theatres for dental and oral
surgery. Many people believe
that they will have to take their
sick child to the new specialist
hospital at St James. This is
not the case. The new satellite

centre in Blanchardstown will
have a fully-equipped urgent
care centre with observation
beds. So children with injuries,
broken bones, infections and
bad chests (for example) will be
seen there during the day and
will only have to go to the St
James campus if they need to
be admitted late at night, or if
they need specialist treatment.
The new children’s unit will be
a major addition to Connolly
Hospital with the Rotunda
Maternity Hospital following in
a few years’ time. Ten years
ago, there was talk about
downgrading or even closing
Connolly Hospital. Nobody
can doubt now that the future
for the hospital is very bright
as one of Ireland’s major
teaching hospitals.

Paternity Benefit
Introduced
From September, all new fathers will be entitled to paid paternity leave for
the first time. Dad’s will be able to take up to two weeks leave in the first
26 weeks of their new baby’s arrival. In some cases, employers will pay
full wages for the two weeks. But if they don’t, fathers can claim €230
a week back from their PRSI contributions, through the Department of
Social Protection. The benefit is also payable to self-employed men and
adoptive fathers. This is really good news for children, for families and
for a better society.

PATERNITY BENEFIT
Minister Leo Varadkar and An Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald pictured at
Farmleigh on Father’s Day to mark the introduction of paid paternity
leave. Minister Fitzgerald is bringing in the new law to give fathers the
right to take leave and the benefit will be paid by Minister Varadkar’s
Department of Social Protection.
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New Corduff Primary Care Centre
Completed
The new Corduff Primary Health Care centre is nearing
completion and joins other newly-built Primary Care
Centres at the Blanchardstown Centre and on the
Navan Road. Staff and services will move into the new
centre over the coming months. The new health centre
was promised for decades but construction did not
start until Minister Varadkar moved to the Department
of Health. It joins other important new amenities in
the neighbourhood including Corduff Sports Centre
and the National Sports Campus. St Patrick’s National
School has also been given funding for a total rebuild.
Planning permission has already been secured. Minister
Varadkar is supporting a local campaign to secure the
‘old’ health centre for community use.

Tyrrelstown Park
Major work will be carried out to develop the new public park
in Tyrrelstown over the summer. This includes the construction
of the new playground which was designed with the input of
local children, and the development of five new pitches: two for
soccer, two for GAA and one for cricket. It’s expected to have
these seeded by the end of August.

CORDUFF PRIMARY CARE

Porterstown Park
Work has commenced on the long-awaited and much-needed
extension to the car park at Porterstown Park. It should be
completed by August. The park is heavily used by local clubs,
walkers and runners. It’s fantastic to have this facility in the
area, but it also means that parking regularly overflows on to
the Luttrellstown Road, causing a safety risk. Over the summer,
work will also start on the new long-jump facility which will be a
great addition to the park.

Eithne Loftus elected
Deputy Mayor
DEPUTY MAYOR
Pictured (l. to r.) Cllr Anthony Lavin, Cllr Ted Leddy, Minister Leo Varadkar,
Deputy Mayor Eithne Loftus, Cllr Kieran Dennison, Cllr JP Browne.

CASTLEKNOCK CASTLE

Fine Gael councillor for Castleknock, Blanchardstown and Clonsilla,
Eithne Loftus has been elected as the new Deputy Mayor for Fingal. She
was elected with 23 votes out of 38 votes cast. Cllr Loftus has given
Castleknock and Dublin 15 decades of service as a community activist,
Fine Gael member and councillor. It is great to see her elected to this
important role. Cllr Daragh Butler from Swords was elected Mayor.

Rent Supplement
increased

€21k to protect
Castleknock Castle

CORDUFF BREAKFAST CLUB

The Government has allocated €21,000 from the Structures at
Risk Fund to help with the cost of protecting the Castle. The
castle is located on the grounds of Castleknock College. It is
named after the Celtic princess Cnucha. It has an important
history, was fought over by Kings and was occupied by Edward
de Bruce when he invaded Ireland.

Minister Varadkar has increased rent supplement by an average
of 30% in the Fingal county council area and 29% in the Dublin
City Council area. The new limits mean that people who cannot
afford the full cost of private rented accommodation will receive
greater assistance from the State. The new rent limits reflect
the fact that rents are rising right across Ireland and are back
to their peak levels in some places. Through a combination of
increased rent limits, and the ongoing discretionary increases
provided by the Community Welfare Service staff, more families
will be able to a suitable home or be able to stay in their homes
if their rent goes up.

New Graveyard
Councillors have given the green light for enabling works
for the new graveyard in Porterstown. The graveyard will
be located on a greenfield site between Luttrellstown
Community College and Luttrellstown Castle and Demesne.
It will be accessed from an extension to the Diswellstown
Road. The first plots are expected to be available in late 2017
or early 2018. There will be approximately 3,000 burial plots,
500 memorial plots and 500 niches in columbarium walls.

BLANCH INTREO

CASTLEKNOCK 5KM

Minister Varadkar visits a breakfast club in St Patrick’s National School
in Corduff. The Department of Social Protection funds school breakfasts
and lunches across the State and €3 million more has been provided
for the programme in 2016. Over 30 schools in Dublin 15 and Dublin
7 are involved. No child should start a school day hungry.

0612

Minister Varadkar visits the Intreo office in Blanchardstown
to meet staff and apply for his Public Service Card. 2 million
people already have their card which can be used to access all
sorts of payments and public services. You can find out more at
www.publicservicescard.ie

Leo taking part in the Castleknock 5km run in June with Philip
O’Callaghan, Andy Garvey and Henry Minogue. This year’s annual
event raised funds for St Francis Hospice.
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