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This Government was elected on a promise to create new 
jobs. We have made some progress but there’s still a long 
way to go. Recent weeks saw some very positive jobs 
announcements at Kerry Group in Kildare, Paddy Power 
and a range of smaller companies. What’s more, hundreds 
of new jobs have been announced for Dublin 15 in the 
last few months, from companies ranging from IBM to 
the Jelly Bean Factory. Most of the new jobs are based on 
information technology, further enhancing this area as a  
technology hub.

IBM will create many of these new jobs at its new Global 
Services Integration Hub, in Mulhuddart. A new sweet 
making facility at the Jelly Bean Factory will create 
another 25 new jobs. A further 30 jobs will be created 
at Malone Engineering at the Ballycoolin Industrial 
Estate. The Nandos chain of restaurants is opening a new 
restaurant in Blanchardstown, and taking on 50 staff.

Forty jobs are being created at Buyersclub.ie website, 
an online retail service which offers discounts. There 
will be more technology jobs at Guidewire, which 
produces software for the insurance industry, and which 
set up its Dublin centre to support its global operations.

We are determined to do all we can to create jobs. 
The Taoiseach recently announced a new €450 million 
credit guarantee scheme for small businesses, and a 
microfinance fund which provides up to €25,000 for 
small businesses with fewer than ten employees.

In my own area, a special 9% VAT rate for the hospitality 
sector was introduced last year as part of the Jobs 
Initiative. This has led to the creation of 10,000 new jobs 
in the tourism and hospitality areas, and I was delighted 
to confirm that it will remain in place for another year 
for The Gathering Ireland 2013 celebrations. Another 
measure in the Jobs Initiative, the cut in employers’ 
PRSI, has also helped to protect and create jobs in 
tourism and hospitality industries.

Meanwhile, the JobBridge internship initiative now 
has 6,000 places available, providing vital experience 
in the workplace and helping people return to  
paid employment.

Solving the unemployment crisis could be the hardest 
challenge for this Government, particularly with Europe 
and Britain showing little sign of recovery. However, we 
are determined to do everything we can to get Ireland 
working again. And that’s why every Department of this 
Government is playing a part in the Action Plan for Jobs. 
It will take time, but we are getting there.

GREEN LIGHT FOR HANSFIELD  
ACCESS ROAD
Work has finally started on the long-awaited access 
road for Hansfield Train Station, which means it should 
be possible to open the station next year .

Although the station itself was finished several years 
ago, the absence of an access road meant it couldn’t 
be opened to the public.

Work on the road was delayed while major legal and 
planning issues were tackled. I have made this a 
personal priority. When it finally opens, Hansfield Train 
Station will be of real benefit to residents in Ongar  
and Castaheany.

Govt determined to get Ireland working again

Leo on the roof of Croke Park with GAA President Liam O’Neill as Kilkenny All-Star Henry Shefflin carried the flame 
around the stadium in the run-up to the Olympic games. Ireland had its best Olympic games since Melbourne 1956 and 
our Paralympic athletes exceeded all targets. The Government maintained funding for Olympic, Paralympic and high-
performance sport in 2011 and 2012 despite tight public finances. The Etihad skywalk in Croke Park is one of Dublin’s 
best new tourist attractions. (l. to r.): Henry Shefflin, Minister Varadkar, London Olympic Chairman Lord Coe (behind), 
OCI Chairman Pat Hickey, Liam O’Neill President of the GAA.

Leo hands out high-visibility jackets to pupils at St Francis 
Xavier School in Roselawn. Although last year was the safest 
on the roads since records began, the death toll is still too 
high. New safety measures will be provided next year with the 
aim of saving even more lives in the future.



Visit Leo Varadkar’s Website at www.leovaradkar.ie for more information on local news..... 

NEW PATRONS FOR TWO NEW 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN 
DUBLIN 15  
Ireland’s first Educate Together secondary school 
will open in Hansfield in 2014, which is also when 
the Le Chéile Schools Trust will open the first public 
Catholic secondary school in the constituency.
These new schools and their patrons will 
significantly enhance second level education in the 
area. It shows that the Government is willing to 
listen to the needs and demands of families. Both 
patrons were required to provide evidence that 
there was a demand from parents and families in 
the area. The schools are set to open in 2014.

HARTSTOWN PARK – NEW 
CHANGING FACILITIES
Fingal County Council has agreed to provide 
improved temporary changing facilities in 
Hartstown Park near the new all-weather pitch in 
co-operation with Hartstown/Huntstown FC.  The 
old containers, which were set alight by vandals, 
will be removed from the park and the new 
changing facilities will be monitored by CCTV.  In 
the longer term I want to provide a proper pavilion 
in Hartstown Park with changing rooms, showers 
and other facilities for local teams.  

WORK BEGINS ON THE 
MULHUDDART INTERCHANGE 
UPGRADE
The Mulhuddart Interchange between the N3 
(Navan Road) and the Blanchardstown Centre 
is one of the most heavily congested junctions 
in Dublin 15. The works commenced at the end 
of August and will be complete in spring 2014.  
Works involve the construction of a new 2-span 
bridge alongside the existing bridge.  Provision 
has been made for new and improved footpath and 
cycle-lanes. The roundabouts will be replaced with 
signalised junctions with signals for pedestrians 
and advanced signals giving priority to buses.  
Existing bus lanes along the Blanchardstown 
Roads North and South will be extended and 
adjoining feeder roads will be widened. Public 
access to the Tolka Valley Park will be maintained 
during the road works.

DUBLIN 15 TO GET COMPREHENSIVE CYCLE NETWORK
Work will start shortly on linking-up and extending the cycle network in Dublin 15 thanks to funding 
allocated by my Department. The existing network of cycle paths in Blanchardstown, Clonsilla, Ongar, and 
Coolmine will be linked up and extended, with work starting in the very near future.

The cycle network will link schools, village centres, parks and community facilities in residential 
neighbourhoods, joining up existing cycle routes wherever possible. Planning will also start on new cycle 
routes connecting Dublin 15 with key employment centres in the city centre and elsewhere. Construction 
work is likely to start this year, with new cycle paths provided over the next few years. 

The funding of €500,000 has been allocated for the Cycle Network Priority Routes in Dublin 15, as part of 
overall funding for sustainable transport projects of €1.5 million in the Fingal County Council area.

MINISTER LEO VARADKAR TD

Leo opening the Huntstown National School autism unit.

Leo and Jim Daly TD (Cork) at the  
Michael Collins statue in Clonakilty.

Leo raising the green flag to mark the 

involvement of Huntstown National School in 

the An Taisce Green Schools programme.
Leo taking part in the Foroige 5k run earlier this year, which raised funds for the Blanchardstown Youth Service.

MINISTER LEO VARADKAR TD



Visit Leo Varadkar’s Website at www.leovaradkar.ie for more information on local news..... 

MORE IMPROVEMENTS TO LOCAL TRAIN STATIONS
Passengers and commuters in Dublin 15 now have the benefit of live passenger information at all stations on the Maynooth rail line. Wi-fi is 
being installed on trains and buses to make journeys more pleasant. New real time passenger information screens (RTPI) are being installed at 
the following locations: Clonsilla village, Castleknock Road inbound, Shelerin Road in Ongar, and Allendale Square on New Ongar Road. 

This is all part of the Government's policy of improving people’s experience of public transport through better stations and bus stops, real-time 
and electronic information, greater reliability, comfort and, of course, integrated ticketing and fares.

Age Action's Care & Repair Service 
was established in October with 
funding from Irish Life to carry out 
'odd jobs' for those over the age of 65.

The service will be provided as part 
of the TUS initiative, a community 
work placement programme for the 
long term unemployed, managed by 
Blanchardstown Area Partnership 
on behalf of the Department of  
Social Protection.

Speaking at the launch of the 
service in Dublin 15, Councillor 
Kieran Dennison, Chairperson of 
Blanchardstown Area Partnership 
said: ‘We are very conscious not 

to displace local tradespeople. The 
volunteers and staff will provide a 
willing pair of hands to do a variety of 
small tasks that an older person may 
find difficult to do such as replacing 
light bulbs, servicing or replacing 
smoke alarms, putting up shelves, 
moving light furniture, tacking loose 
carpets, putting up curtains and 
curtain poles, fixing small leaks, and 
replacing plugs’.

The service is free of charge, and 
the client only pays for the cost 
of materials used. Any donations 
received are used for the project 
funding.

Cllr Eithne Loftus has raised strong concerns about anti-social 
behaviour arising from the summer series of evening concerts 
in the Phoenix Park. Although the violence at the Swedish 
House Mafia concert received widespread coverage, Cllr 
Loftus pointed out that anti-social behaviour was in evidence 
following other concerts held during the summer.

“The anti-social activities around these concerts were very distressing for some 
local residents. Cars were broken into, property was damaged, and some residents 
were intimidated. The problem was that large numbers of people gathered in and 
around the Phoenix Park during the concerts, no matter who was playing. It’s 
simply not possible to control numbers for a park of this size,” Cllr Loftus said.  
Difficulties of control are aggravated by the numerous entrance points in the Park.

“Noise and anti-social behaviour are not the only negative factors. Crowds in the 
volume recently witnessed cause extensive damage to the natural environment 
of the Park,” Cllr Loftus added.

Cllr Loftus has asked the Council to enter into further dialogue with the OPW to 
ensure that future concerts, if any, are better managed.

CONCERN OVER PHOENIX PARK 
CONCERTS - LOFTUS

Michelle Timmons of the TUS Community Work Placement Initiative, Cllr Kieran Dennison, 
Chairperson of Blanchardstown Area Partnership, and Linda Curran CEO of BAP

MARY MOTHER OF HOPE EXTENSION 
BROUGHT FORWARD
The Department of Education has decided to bring forward construction 
of the new extension at Mary Mother of Hope National School, Littlepace 
to 2013. This project will provide additional places at the school, with 
pupils benefiting from modern energy efficient buildings and an improved 
learning environment.

The new extension will comprise:

•	 A three storey extension, incorporating six Special Educational 
Needs rooms, toilets and shower facilities, attached to the main 
building;

•	 The provision of ceilings in each classroom of the main building;
•	 Remediation of sound-proofing in the main school building;

Last year, I allocated funding from my own Department for the all-weather 
pitch but this had to be postponed in favour of the extension. While the 
funding has since expired, my Department will work with Fingal County 
Council to find the money again.

DENNISON ANNOUNCES AGE ACTION'S 
CARE & REPAIR SERVICE
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MINISTER LEO VARADKAR 
Leo Varadkar is the Fine Gael TD for Dublin West and Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport. He was elected to the Dáil in 2007, and re-elected 
in 2011. He served on Fingal County Council from 2003-7. He is a strong campaigner for open government, political and public service reform 
and maintaining low taxes for people at work. Locally, Leo has consistently argued for better planning, the protection of green spaces and better 
facilities in the community.

Department of Transport, 44 Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 01 604 1082
Constituency Office: 37A Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15. Tel: 01 640 3133
Email: leoconstituency@dttas.ie   Website: www.leovaradkar.ie

GAY MITCHELL MEP
Gay Mitchell is a Member of the European Parliament for Dublin.
Address: 192 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6
Tel: 01 4961940
Fax: 01 4961940
Email: gay.mitchell@europarl.europa.eu
www.gaymitchell.ie

CLLR EITHNE LOFTUS
Eithne represents Castleknock and
Blanchardstown on the council.
Deerpark Avenue, Castleknock,
Dublin 15.
Email: eithne.loftus@fingalcoco.ie
Phone: 087 622 3419

CLLR KIERAN DENNISON
Kieran was elected in the 2009 Local Elections for the 
Mulhuddart Electoral Area which includes Clonsilla, Clonee, 
Ongar, Corduff, Hartstown, Huntstown and Hollystown.
37A, Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15
Email: kierandennison@gmail.com
Website: www.kierandennison.com
Phone: 087 259 5949

 

SENATOR EAMONN COGHLAN
Eamonn is Chairman of the High Performance Committee in the 
Irish Sports Council and currently coaches a number of Ireland's 
leading middle distance athletes. Senator Coghlan was appointed 
to the Seanad by An Taoiseach last year.
Email: eamonn.coghlan@oir.ie
Website: www.finegael.ie/our-people/senators/eamonn-coghlan
Phone: 01 618 3027
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YOUR FINE GAEL TEAM

1. Jobs - Get Ireland Working by creating jobs
The Live Register (September 2012) was lower than 
in September 2011 and 2010. While unemployment 
has stopped rising, it has not fallen much either. 
But progress has been made with part-time job 
opportunities and internships like Springboard and 
Job Bridge, the publication of the Action Plan for 
Jobs and the Government’s Stimulus Plan which will 
see renewed investment in roads, schools, primary 
care centres, a new DIT campus in Grangegorman 
and a new National Children’s Hospital all built with 
the proceeds of the sale of State assets and private 
investment from the European Investment Bank (EIB), 
pension funds and others.

2. Budget – Fix the Deficit and No Income Tax 
increases
The Budget deficit - the gap between what we raise 
in taxes and pay out for welfare, pensions and public 
services - is narrowing. The Budget deficit has little to 
do with the debt, banks or bondholders, although some 
commentators mix them up. We will meet our Budget 
deficit target of 8.6% of GDP this year with room to spare.  
But at least, two more tough Budgets will be needed to 
balance the books.  There have been no increases in 
income tax since the new Government was elected. 

3. Public Sector – Smaller, Better Government
We are in the process of abolishing or merging over 
40 quangos (state agencies) with many gone already.  
We have reduced the number of public servants by 
28,000 since their 2008 peak, and the cost of public 
sector payroll has fallen by 17.7% since 2009, from 

€17.5 billion to €14.4 billion. There is a lot more to do 
and we will need to re-cast the Croke Park Agreement 
to achieve the savings, efficiencies and reforms that  
are needed. 

4. Health – Get the Health Care System Working
Despite a €1.5bn cut in spending and 6,000 fewer 
staff, the number of people waiting on trolleys is down 
20%, no-one has to wait longer than 12 months for an 
in-patient procedure, there are 800 fewer children on 
waiting lists and more people have medical cards than 
ever before (1.8 million). The next steps are to extend 
the medical card to people with long-term illness and 
begin the implementation of universal health insurance. 

5. New Politics – Start With Politicians
Almost all ministerial cars are gone and their pay has 
been cut again.  There are fewer Dáil committees and 
allowances for politicians. From the next election 
there will be fewer TDs. Dáil terms have been 
extended, and now include regular Friday sittings. 
A Constitutional Convention is being established to 
review the Constitution. Public appointments are now 
advertised and new Chairmen of State bodies are 
interviewed by Oireachtas committees. The number 
of councillors will be reduced by 42% from 1,627 to 
950. The number of councils will fall from 114 to 31. 
We have a more powerful Dáil with ministers taking 
their own debates and answering more questions.  
Legislation is on the way to protect whistle-blowers 
and there will be a further crackdown on corruption. 
Prosecutions of bankers are now underway – however, 
we are just getting started.

Local Digest
•	 Anti-dog fouling signs will be installed in 

Mulberry and Westway following requests 
from residents.

•	 New 3 tonne weight restriction signs will be 
installed at the entrance to Summerfield and 
Manorfields to prevent trucks from parking in 
these estates or using them for anything other 
than access.

•	 Following representations made by Cllr Eithne 
Loftus, the yellow box at the junction of 
Parklands and the Laurel Lodge Road will be 
re-instated

•	 The railings separating Lambourn from the 
Royal Canal and backlands have been repaired at 
the request of Cllr Kieran Dennison

•	 On foot of a motion put down by Cllr Kieran 
Dennison, the council has agreed to apply for 
funding under the Low Cost Safety Improvement 
Scheme for 2013 to introduce long-awaited traffic 
calming on the Ratoath Road through Hollystown.  
Gateway type entry treatment is proposed which 
will mark out the village at the Kilbride and 
Hollystown Roundabout ends of the village. 

•	 Two schools in the Dublin 15 area have been 
awarded almost €10,000 of total funding to 
improve their facilities: Happy Puddleducks 
Childcare in Swords, and the Home-Start Crèche 
in Clonsilla.

•	 The Government has invested €500,000 in the 
Blanchardstown sewerage network to monitor 
the flow of waste water and sewage through the 
area. Blanchardstown and Dublin 15 have seen 
a lot of new developments in recent years, so 
it’s important to continue investing in vital local 
authority services.

 

GOOD PROGRESS ON 5 POINT PLAN, BUT MORE WORK NECESSARY
Fine Gael was elected to form a new government based on a Five Point Plan to get Ireland working 
again. The Government has a five year term which runs until 2016 but with more than a year and half 
passed since the election, how much has been achieved?


