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MRI SCANNER FOR CONNOLLY HOSPITAL
Connolly Hospital will have a Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI) scanner next 
year. As the only major teaching hospital 
in Dublin without an MRI scanner, this new 
facility will be of major benefit to local 
residents and patients. They will be able 
to get MRI scans done on their doorstep, 
instead of travelling to other hospitals at 
considerable expense in time and money.

I raised the issue of an MRI scanner at 
Connolly on several occasions with Health 
Minister James Reilly and with Cathal 
Magee, the CEO of the HSE, as did Minister 
Joan Burton. Mr Magee indicated at our 
meeting that he would try to allocate some 
unspent capital from this year’s budget to 
purchase the scanner. I would like to thank 
him for his assistance and support.

Blanchardstown is an excellent hospital 
and has come on in leaps and bounds in 
the last decade. It has modern facilities 

and competent staff, and unlike any other 
Dublin hospital, it has direct access to the 
national road and motorway network.

The hospital has been upgraded in recent 
years through the transfer of Psychiatric 
Services from St Brendan’s, while medicine 
for the elderly and rehab has been 
transferred to the new buildings. It has 
also become home to the new endoscopy 
screening unit for the entire northside.

However, I am concerned that the negative 
publicity about the status of the hospital, 
fuelled by some politicians, is doing harm. 
The scaremongering about the closure of 
the Emergency Department has created 
doubts in the minds of some local people 
about the future of the hospital. The 
constant negative publicity has also made 
it harder for Government representatives 
like me to sell a positive story about 
the hospital’s potential to the HSE, 

Department of Health and the media. This 
is all very damaging, has no basis in fact, 
and is merely preying on the fears of local 
people.

In these difficult economic times, some 
beds have been closed in recent months 
as the hospital was running over budget. 
Resources will be tighter still over the 
next few years. However, the hospital will 
continue to be upgraded provided it meets 
its service and budgetary targets. 

The new scanner is a massive boost for 
Connolly and a vote of confidence in its 
future as a major regional hospital. It 
also highlights the new Government’s 
long-term commitment to Connolly, and 
to improving services and facilities at the 
hospital over time.

Christmas & 
 New Year   
     Greetings

Along with Cllr Eithne Loftus Cllr Kieran 
Dennison, I would like to extend the 
warmest Christmas and New Year greetings 
to everyone in Dublin 15. We may be living 
in difficult times, but there is good reason 
to hope that 2012 will see Ireland firmly on 
the road to recovery.
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€865,509 for De  
Paul Pool
I’m delighted to announce that my 
Department has allocated €865,509 
to the Daughters of Charity in order 
to re-open the De Paul swimming 
pool. The Sisters will be providing 
matching funding. This pool had 
been popular with residents in 
Dublin 15, particularly those with 
intellectual disabilities. I am very 
pleased to have been able to 
assist the Sisters in getting the  
pool re-opened.

Thank you for your votes
Thank you to the 6,000 people who 
backed Cllr Eithne Loftus in the 
recent by-election, and to those who 
supported Gay Mitchell with their 
first or later preferences. The results 
were disappointing for Fine Gael, but 
I am nevertheless encouraged that 
a Government candidate won a by-
election for the first time in almost 
30 years.

Work starts on 
Hartstown Park pitch
Work has started on a new all-
weather pitch in Hartstown Park. 
Earlier this year my Department 
allocated €300,000 to Fingal County 
Council to provide a full-sized all-
weather pitch for use by local clubs 
and schools. The positive feedback 
which followed this announcement 
shows there was a real need for this 
new facility. However, construction 
delays mean that work on the all-
weather pitch in Castaheany has 
been deferred until next year.

Phoenix Park Station 
finally gets a new name
The Phoenix Park train station will 
finally get a new name – one which 
won’t confuse or mislead visitors 
and tourists. There has been a 
steady stream of visitors travelling to 
Phoenix Park Station since it opened, 
who expected to be able to walk to 
the park. In a welcome move, Irish 
Rail has changed the station’s name 
to Navan Road Parkway, to reflect 
the fact that the station is actually 
more than a mile from Phoenix Park 
and has a large car park.

400 new jobs promised
IBM has announced plans to create 
up to 200 jobs at its Smarter Cities 
Technology Centre in Blanchardstown, 
with help from a Government-backed 
investment. It is also developing 
its first European Research & 
Development Laboratory at the site. 
This facility is a vote of confidence in 
Ireland, and in the west of Dublin.

PayPal has also confirmed plans 
to create a further 200 jobs in 
Blanchardstown by expanding 
operations at its European Centre of 
Excellence. These new positions will 
bring the company’s workforce in the 
area to more than 1,500. This facility 
is a vote of confidence in Ireland, and 
in Dublin 15.

Voters have backed the 
Government’s plans to bring 
the pay of judges into line with 
the lower levels applied to the 
civil service. It’s disappointing 
that the referendum to allow 
Oireachtas investigations into 
matters of public interest was  
not passed. 

I understand that voters had 
concerns about the measure, and 
about the lack of information. 
Regrettably, the Oireachtas will 
not now be able to carry out 
investigations and make findings 
against wrongdoers. Plans for an 
early inquiry into the banking 
crisis have been postponed. 

However, the people have spoken 
and the Government will take the 
decision on board.

The banking collapse was not 
the only reason for our current 
economic problems but it 
certainly played a big part. The 
bankers, regulators, senior public 
servants, and politicians who 
made terrible mistakes and errors 
of judgement should be held  
to account.  

Those who have committed crimes 
can be prosecuted in the courts. 
I expect, and hope, that this will 
happen in the next few years. But 
the courts and the prosecution 

service are independent entities 
and no democratic government 
can interfere with their work.

However, most of the people 
who contributed to the banking 
crisis did not commit a specific 
crime. Instead they were foolish, 
incompetent or negligent. The 
best way to hold them to account 
would have been a public inquiry 
held by the Oireachtas. To do so, 
the Oireachtas needed powers of 
investigation and the power to 
make findings against individuals. 
Without these powers, any 
such inquiry would be a waste  
of time. That is why I am so 
disappointed in the ‘No’ vote.

Referendums – Good and Bad News

Blanchardstown to become Ireland’s sports capital

Good news for D15 as decentralisation scrapped

Not many people around 
the country know that 
the National Sports 
Campus at Abbotstown 
is actually located in 
Blanchardstown in Dublin 
15. The site is already 
home to the fabulous 
and impressive National 

Aquatic Centre, the 
headquarters of the FAI, 
and the Institute of Sport 
which trains and supports  
elite athletes. 

The ‘Bertiebowl’ as planned 
by the last government is 
no more but as Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & 

Sport, I have committed 
to developing training 
and other facilities on the 
site at a minimal cost to  
the taxpayer.  

The Irish Sports Council 
will move to the Sports 
Campus. Sport HQ will also 
be based there, providing 

offices for the various 
sporting associations. We 
also hope to build training 
facilities in partnership 
with the GAA, the IRFU, 
FAI and Hockey Ireland. All 
in all, Dublin 15 is rapidly 
becoming the capital of 
Irish sport.

The last government’s 
decentralisation plans never 
made any sense and the decision 
to scrap the project is very 
welcome. But it also represents 
good news for Blanchardstown 
because the Irish Sports Council 
will be staying in the area, and 

the Ordnance Survey will remain 
in the Phoenix Park.

Decentralisation never took 
account of the enormous impact 
that it would have on services, 
on existing communities, and 
on the people who work in 
these organisations. These local 

jobs will stay in the locality, 
without having to undergo the 
disruption of moving to other 
locations. This is an example of 
good government in action, and 
it shows how taxpayers’ money 
can be saved by scrapping an 
expensive pipedream.

The Government has announced the closure of more than 40 State agencies and quangos in 2012 with 
more due in 2013 and 2014. Minister Varadkar has already abolished one quango and merged another. 
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Fine Gael set out a detailed Five Point Plan earlier 
this year during the general election. We are 
making good progress in many areas, including 
getting the economy back on track, political 
reform, and stabilising the public finances. 

It was never going to be possible to 
implement the plan in full immediately after 
the election, and many of the points will 
take the full five year term to implement. 
The difficult economic climate has slowed 

progress in some areas, while other aspects 
have been re-negotiated with Labour as part 
of the Programme for Government. However, 
I am satisfied that the Government is  
well underway.

Update on the Fine Gael Five Point Plan

1  NEW POLITICS
Fine Gael in government promised 
to reform and modernise our 
political system.

Achieved
• Ministerial pay cuts 

implemented and State cars 
removed;                                                                                   

• Number of Oireachtas 
committees slashed;

• Number of junior ministers 
cut and Ministers’ office 
staff reduced by 25%;                                

• Public appointments 
advertised and Chairpersons 
vetted by the relevant 
Oireachtas Committee;                  

• Legislative process changed 
to give backbenchers more 
input;

• Referendum on judges’ pay 
has been passed;

• A Commission has been 
appointed to reduce the 
number of Dáil seats and 
redraw the constituencies.

Not achieved yet
The referendum to allow the 
Oireachtas to carryout banking 
inquiry was defeated.          

Work in progress
• A Constitutional Convention, 

including referendums on 
abolishing the Seanad, and 
on Children’s Rights;

• Instigating fully-vouched 
expenses for TDs

• Reform of local government;
• Reducing the number of 

councils and councillors at 
local authority level.

• 

2  JOBS
Fine Gael committed to do 
everything in its power to create 
new jobs. The number of people 
at work in the private sector has 
increased by 17,000 in the first 
half of the year. We are trying to 
create the right environment for 
the private sector to create jobs 
within tight budgetary constraints.

Achieved
• The VAT rate for hotels, 

restaurants and leisure has 
been cut to 9% to boost the 
tourism industry, which has 
grown by 10% this year;

• Employers’ PRSI has been 
reduced to cut the cost of 
employing people;

• Increased tourism marketing 
and investment in tourist 
attractions;

• Increased road 
maintenance, school 
summer works and smarter 
travel projects;

• The establishment of NewEra 
and the Strategic Investment 
Fund to channel investment 
into job-creation.

Not achieved yet
• Retrospective abolition of 

upward-only rent reviews - 
for Constitutional reasons.

Work in Progress
• Reform of sectoral wage-

setting mechanisms;
• Sale of State assets to raise 

money to re-invest in the 
economy;

• Reduce regulations and red 
tape applied to business.

3  TAX AND THE BUDGET DEFICIT 
Fine Gael committed to get 
the Budget deficit under 
control through a programme 
of economic growth, targeted 
spending cuts and limited tax 
increases. The emphasis would be 
on spending cuts rather than tax 
increases, including no further 
increases in income tax.

Achieved
• No increase in income tax;
• Coalition agreement on 

2:1 split of cuts over tax 
increases;

• Renegotiation of IMF/
EU agreement to reduce 
interest rate (€10 billion 
saved to date);

• No more cash for Anglo;
• Anglo and Nationwide 

broken up and remnants 
merged into IBRC;

• Forced State-owned banks 
to reduce interest rates in 
line with ECB;

• 5 billion saved by imposing 
losses on sub-ordinated 
bondholders;

• Budget deficit down to 10.3% 
this year (a small improvement 
but still very bad);

• New Capital Plan published 
to save money by deferring 
major transport, prison and 
university building projects 
while pressing ahead with 
essential education and 
health projects;

• New medium-term fiscal 
plan published to get the 
deficit down;

• Independent Fiscal Council 
set up.

Not achieved yet
• Imposition of losses on 

senior bondholders as 
agreement with ECB could 
not be secured.

Work in Progress
• Increases in indirect 

taxation and introduction of 
water metering;

• Agreement with Troika on 
restructuring of banking debt.

4  PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM
Fine Gael committed to reforming, 
modernising and streamlining the 
public service. We also committed 
to impose no further pay cuts so 
long as the Croke Park reforms 
were implemented.

Achieved
• 40 quangos to be abolished 

or merged in 2012 (several 
done already);

• New career-average pension 
system for new public 
servants;

• Plan to reduce size of public 
service by 23,500;

• End to privilege days in the 
public sector like ‘fair days’ 
and ‘regatta days’;

• Standardised leave;
• End to Decentralisation;
• More promotions by merit;
• Senior positions now open 

to private sector applicants.

Work in Progress
• Procurement savings (better 

value from private sector);
• Back office shared services;
• Reform of rosters, working 

practices and extended hours.

Leo Varadkar appearing with Bollywood stars Salman Khan and Katrina 
Kaif, who were in Dublin filming new blockbuster Ek Tha Tiger. The film will 

showcase Dublin to millions of people around the world.

Leo Varadkar with Deputy Eoghan Murphy before taking part in 
the Run for Mark in the Dark, a charity race.
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MINISTER LEO VARADKAR
Leo Varadkar is the Fine Gael TD for Dublin West and Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport. He was elected to the 
Dáil in 2007, and re-elected in 2011. He served on Fingal County Council from 2003-7. He is a strong campaigner 
for open government, political and public service reform and maintaining low taxes for people at work. Locally, Leo 
has consistently argued for better planning, the protection of green spaces and better facilities in the community.

Department of Transport, 44 Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 01 604 1082
Constituency Office: 37A Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15. Tel: 01 640 3133
Email: leoconstituency@dttas.ie
Website: www.leovaradkar.ie
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CLLR. EITHNE LOFTUS 

Eithne represents Castleknock and 
Blanchardstown on the council.

Deerpark Avenue, Castleknock,Dublin 15.
Email: eithne.loftus@fingalcoco.ie
Phone: 087 622 3419

GAY MITCHELL MEP 

Gay Mitchell was elected as 
a Member of the European 
Parliament for Dublin. 

Constituency on 11 June 2004. 
Address: 192 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6
Tel: 01 4961940 Fax: 01 4961940
Email: gay.mitchell@europarl.europa.eu
www.gaymitchell.ie

CLLR. KIERAN DENNISON
Kieran was elected in the 2009 Local 
Elections for the Mulhuddart Electoral 
Area which includes Clonsilla, Clonee, 
Ongar, Corduff, Hartstown, Huntstown 
and Hollystown.

37A, Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15
Email: kierandennison@gmail.com
Website: www.kierandennison.com
Phone: 087 259 5949

5  HEALTH – FAIRCARE
Fine Gael committed to reforming our health 
service by moving to a universal health 
insurance model like the Netherlands. This 
has proved difficult at the initial stage, with 
budgets being reduced and problems in the 
VHI and Quinn Healthcare. Nonetheless, 
the HSE board has been replaced and the 
Minister for Health is taking greater direct 
control of the health service.  Cancer care 
is being improved and so is screening. 
A special delivery unit (SDU) has been 
established to drive changes and in some 
cases management has been tendered out 
replacing the existing management.

INCOMES PROTECTED 
IN BUDGET 2012
The Government presented another tough 
Budget on December 5th and 6th.  No 
government wants to cut spending, or 
raise certain taxes. But we had no choice. 
We simply cannot afford to fund the  
State otherwise.

The structural government deficit is 
€12,000,000,000 (€12 billion). That is 
€3,000 for every person in the State. That 
only represents the gap between what we 
take in through taxes and other revenues, 
and what we pay out for on public services, 
infrastructure, pensions and welfare benefits. 
It has nothing to do with banks, bondholders 
or even the interest on the national debt. 
The IMF and EU are lending us the money to 

close the gap, but they will not lend us as 
much next year. We need to wean ourselves 
off borrowing.

The only way to reduce this deficit is a 
combination of growth, tax increases and 
spending cuts. We need to bring the Budget 
back into balance so that we can regain 
our sovereignty in the short term, send the 
IMF home, and regain our prosperity in the  
longer term.

People understand in principle that there 
have to be cuts and tax increases because 
the Government is broke. But most people, 
naturally enough, would prefer that it doesn’t 
apply to them. We all feel the same. 

Unfortunately, the Government does not have 
that convenience. In order to achieve combined 
tax increases and savings of €3.8 billion this 
year, we had to rest this burden on the broadest 

possible shoulders. In other words, everyone 
has to take some measure of the burden. 

However, there was good news in the Budget 
as well:
• No income tax increases and no pay cuts;
• Your take-home pay in January will be 

the same as it was last month;
• Increase in VAT will not affect food, 

children’s clothes, oral medicines, 
books, electricity, home heating oil or 
personal services like the hairdresser or 
gym membership;

• No increase in corporation profit tax to 
protect jobs and investment;

• No cut to the State pension
• No Universal Social Charge (USC) for 

incomes under €10,000 
• Increased mortgage interest relief for first 

time buyers who bought between 2004-8

Leo Varadkar meets President Barack Obama


