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Castleknock, Blanchardstown, Clonee, Clonsilla, 
Mulhuddart, Ashtown & Navan Road.

The Government is prioritising investment in 
school buildings and transport to boost the 
economy, provide much-needed social and 
economic infrastructure, and to create jobs.  
Everyone knows that the new Government does 
not have as much money available as the last 
one did, but we are spending it more wisely.
West Dublin is turning into a school building 
site with high quality school buildings going 
up all-over the constituency. These include 
Luttrellstown Community College and 
new school buildings for Scoil Bhride in 
Blanchardstown which are currently under 
construction. The new sports hall and extension 
for St Brigid’s National School in Castleknock 
was opened earlier this year.  A new Gaelscoil 
in Tyrrelstown, Gaelscoil an Chuilinn, was 
officially opened last month.  It will move 
into a permanent building in 2015/16.  The 
new ceilings, sound-proofing and extension of 
Mary Mother of Hope National School in 
Littlepace has been brought forward and an 
all-weather pitch and flood lights co-funded by 
the Department of Education and Fingal County 
Council will also be provided on the campus 
which they share with Erin go Brath GAA and 

the Castaheany Community Centre.
Planning permission has been granted for our 
first Educate Together Secondary School in 
Hansfield and a new Educate Together Primary 
School for the area.  Planning permission has 
also been granted for a new Catholic ethos (Le 
Chéile) Secondary School in Tyrrelstown.
Most recently, the Minister for Education, 
Ruairi Quinn confirmed that the long-awaited 
sports hall and extension for Castleknock 
Community College could go to tender this 
summer with construction starting later this 
year as part of a €150 million investment 
package in schools, roads and home insulation 
announced by the Government in early June.  
This is being funded using some of the proceeds 
from the sale of State assets due this year, 
promised in our pre-election five point plan.  
Pupils at John Bosco National School on 
the Navan Road and Scoil Mhuire Junior 
National School in Blakestown will be able to 
move out of prefabs and into new classrooms 
thanks to a new Government scheme.
Of course, many other schools need extensions, 
rebuilds or renovation.  It can be frustrating to 

Shackleton Gardens in Beech 
Park, Clonsilla will be restored 
as a visitor attraction thanks to a 
Government grant of €213,000.  
Fingal County Council will provide 
matching funding of around 
€200,000 and can now press 
ahead with plans to restore the 
gardens and re-open them to the 
general public.
This grant will allow the gardens 
to be restored to their former 
glory.  The last Fine Gael-Labour 
government in the late 1990s 
passed up an opportunity to buy 
the entire Beech Park estate.  I 
think it was a lost opportunity.  
With this project, I am trying in 
a small way to put that right.  In 
the longer term, I’m very excited 

about the idea of promoting the 
gardens’ link to the explorer 
Ernest Shackleton and the famous 
Shackleton family.  
The Gardens were once ranked as 
one of the premier walled gardens 
in Ireland.
A lot of people don’t appreciate 
just how much Dublin West has 
to offer visitors and residents 
in terms of amenities.  But if 
you think about it, we have the 
Phoenix Park, Royal Canal, Liffey 
Valley and Strawberry Beds, not to 
mention the excellent hotels, golf 
courses and easy access to the 
M50 and airport.  Renovating and 
re-opening Shackleton’s Gardens 
is part of a longer term vision I 
have for developing the natural 

amenities in our constituency. This 
includes improving the Royal Canal 
towpaths for walkers, runners and 
cyclists as part of a new Dublin 
to Galway Greenway, improving 
access to the Liffey Valley by 
providing a network of paths 
and sensitive signage, and by 
connecting all the green spaces in 
the area: the Phoenix Park, the War 
Memorial Park at Islandbridge, St 
Catherine’s Park, the Liffey Valley, 
Royal Canal and Tolka Valley Park.
Volunteers are being sought to 
restore the gardens, for a mixture 
of clearing work and cataloguing 
the collection. Anyone interested 
can contact parks@fingalcoco.ie 
for more information.

Minister Leo Varadkar pictured with Ministers Frances Fitzgerald 
and Brian Hayes at the sod-turning ceremony for the Newlands 

Cross junction upgrade.  The project will eliminate the traffic 
lights and tailbacks at the Red Cow which are the last set 

of lights between Cork and Belfast.  Minister Varadkar also 
officiated at the opening of the new N2-N3 link road between 

Tyrrelstown and the Cherryhound Interchange. 

Grant to restore shackleton Gardens  

Minister Varadkar pictured with Cllr Eithne Loftus and newly  
elected Mayor of Fingal, Kieran Dennison.  Kieran will serve as Fingal’s 

Mayor for a year, chairing council meetings and representing the 
county and council at public engagements and external meetings.

see other projects powering ahead when the work needed at your 
child’s school is moving more slowly, or not at all.  But you can be 
sure that we all working hard to ensure that the level of investment 
in Dublin West continues.  

neW maYor

neW roads



Visit leo Varadkar’s Website at www.leovaradkar.ie for more information on local news..... 

mri scanner and budGet increase for 
connollY hospital
Work has started on the new MRI Examination Suite in Connolly Hospital, 
Blanchardstown.  The new service should be up and running by the end of the 
year.  Connolly is the only teaching hospital in Dublin which does not have an MRI 
scanner, which means that patients have to travel to other hospitals for an MRI 
scan. This is expensive, time-consuming, and very disruptive, especially if they 
are very ill. 
The hospital’s budget has also been increased by €4.4 million (6%) in recognition 
of the fact that the hospital has more work to do, given the major increase in 
population in the last decade. Under Fianna Fáil and the Greens, this increase in 
population was not recognised and the hospital often ended up overshooting its 
budget, simply because of the volume of patients attending.  Although money is 
still very tight and health budgets continue to be squeezed, it is right that a busy 
and expanding hospital like Connolly is being relieved.    

corduff and naVan health centres moVe 
closer  
After years of broken promises during the term of the last government, the 
long-awaited Corduff Primary Care Centre looks like it will finally become a 
reality.  The HSE applied for planning permission for the facility in May and has 
confirmed that work is due to start later this year, or early next year. The planning 
application was lodged following a series of consultation meetings with residents 
and community groups.  It will consist of a 2,300 metre building, with two and 
three storey sections. It will house a primary care team, a child & adolescent 
mental health team, an early intervention team, a dental surgery and a GP surgery.
Although we have had to wait many years to even get to this stage, the fact 
that the HSE has now formally lodged a planning application is a significant 
development. But we do need to see concrete results. 
The Primary Care Centre for Ashtown & Cabra West will be delivered via 
operational lease. The HSE has signed an agreement for a lease with a developer 
to deliver this centre.  Planning permission has been granted and the centre is 
expected to be operational in 2014.

roYal canal GreenWaY
My Department and the National Transport Authority have provided funding to Fingal 
County Council to upgrade the canal towpath between Ashtown and Castleknock to 
a ‘Greenway’ for use by walkers, cyclists, runners and anglers, among others.  The 
works will be similar to those already completed near Rathborne, and should be 
completed by the end of the year. In the long run, I would like to extend the Greenway 
along the full length of the canal and on to Galway, thereby creating Ireland’s first 
coast to coast greenway.  The most challenging section will be the ‘deep-sinking’ 
between Castleknock and Porterstown.  A solution has been developed involving 
a cantilever ‘boardwalk’ along this section.  However, this will also depend on the 
findings of an ecological study, and whether finance is available.  A new tarmac 
pathway was laid on the section between Clonsilla and Porterstown last year.

hansfield station noW open
The new train station at Hansfield, near Ongar, has opened to the public. I performed 
the official opening on June 28th.  Residents can now take the Dunboyne train 
from here to Docklands station at peak times, or to Connolly during off-peak hours.  
The station was built by the developers of the new housing estates at Hansfield, 
but the Government had to step in and finish the access road to the station after 
the developers experienced financial difficulties.  
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Minister Varadkar pictured with Taoiseach Enda Kenny, Sports Campus 
Chairman Sean Benton, and Sports Campus CEO Barry O’Brien at the 

opening of Sports HQ at the National Sport Campus at Abbotstown 
near Blanchardstown. On coming to office, we abandoned plans for the 
Bertiebowl in favour of a more affordable plan to build training facilities 
in cooperation with sporting bodies. The National Aquatic Centre, FAI 

Headquarters and the Institute of Sport are already established on campus. 
Sports HQ will house the main offices of 20 governing bodies of sport 

including Swim Ireland and Paralympics Ireland. Under construction are: a 
pavilion and all-weather pitches which will be open for use by all sporting 

organisations and local communities, a GAA training centre, training 
facilities for equestrian sports, modern pentathlon and dry-driving. More 

investment announcements are expected in the coming months.

Minister Varadkar pictured with members of Ireland’s Grand Slam 
winning Women’s Rugby Team at a special reception organised  

in their honour at Farmleigh.

Minister Varadkar recently presented medals at the St Brigid’s GAA Club 
Mini Leagues. He’s pictured here with the winning Under 10s

local clubs

Women’s ruGbY

sports campus



Visit leo Varadkar’s Website at www.leovaradkar.ie for more information on local news..... 

Gaa to build croke 
park replica in 
blanchardstoWn
The GAA will build a replica of the Croke Park 
pitch at the Sports Campus in Blanchardstown as 
part of a new training complex. They are the first 
of the three major field sports to develop training 
facilities at the site. The GAA will build four 
full size pitches at the Campus, an all-weather 
training facility, a state-of-the-art pavilion, 
physiotherapy and gym facilities. The national 
GAA training centre will serve men’s football, 
ladies football, hurling and camogie, and will 
also be available to county, club, school and 
college teams across Dublin and Leinster. The 
GAA will invest €9 million in the facility which 
should be ready for use by September 2014. The 
FAI, IRFU and Irish Hockey Association are also 
preparing to develop facilities at the Campus.

phoenix park concerts 
I know that there is considerable concern about 
the concerts in the Phoenix Park.  Everyone is 
keen to ensure that we do not see a repeat of 
the chaos and behaviour at last year’s event.  I 
have been in contact with the OPW, Gardaí and 
concert organisers.  This year’s concerts are being 
held on the weekend of July 13th and 14th.  
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major Works planned in localitY
Below is a list of road works, drainage and improvements to parks that will be carried out by 
Fingal County Council and Dublin City Council this year.  Many of the road, safety and cycling 
projects are being funded fully or in part by my Department. 
Dublin City Council is currently in the planning process to re-instate the badly damaged road 
surface on Blackhorse Avenue (between the ‘Hole in the Wall’ and Cabra Gate).  It is expected that 
the plan will go on public display in the summer and that works will be commenced towards year 
end.  This work is much needed and will involve restoration, not just patching-up.

Leo pictured with Ireland Boxing Coach Billy Walsh and 
Olympians Adam Nolan and Darren O’Neill at a visit to the 
Mulhuddart Boxing Academy. The Academy will receive 

€25,000 to upgrade and expand facilities.

Minister Varadkar chairing a meeting of the European 
Council of Transport Ministers in Luxembourg, as part of the 

Irish Presidency of the EU.

Minister Leo Varadkar and Peter Evans, BT with Sophie 
Thompson, Louise Watson from The Kings Hospital School, 

Dublin with their project, ‘capturing student health and 
lifestyle information on Facebook’ at the 49th BT Young 

Scientist and Technology Exhibition 2013 at the RDS, Dublin.

Road Maintenance & Restoration Kilshane Road (1.6km)
Snugborough Road (450m)
Park Lodge / Laurel Lodge (550m)
Carpenterstown Road (300m)
Blackhorse Avenue re-instatement: restoration of badly damaged road surface 
expected before end of year.

Cycleways Ongar/Castaheany cycle network
Snugborough Road to Phoenix Park

Surface Water Drainage Lower Road/Tinkers Hill – Strawberry Beds
Parks Hartstown Park -  improved entrance, bigger car park, pitch drainage

Millennium Park – playground upgrade and dog run
Tolka Valley Park – path at Parnell, fences at Damastown, bridge repairs
Tyrrelstown Park – lake, paths, boundary fencing, playground
Ladyswell Park – new car park

Footpaths Westhaven and Hartstown (St Ciaran’s National School) 
Low Cost Safety Improvements Pedestrian Crossing in Coolmine Industrial Estate

Toucan Crossing Hansfield Station
Pedestrian Safety - Tower Road (Mt Sackville) – to start in the autumn
Hollystown Village – traffic calming – to start this autumn
Westmanstown Road – warning signs at dangerous bend, and anti-skid surface

Others Re-instatement of Speed Bumps

local neWs update

boxinG

eu transport council

science

reillY’s leVel 
crossinG 
Iarnród Éireann has issued a contract for works 
at Reilly’s crossing which will allow the level 
crossing to be closed.  A new steel bridge 
to carry vehicles over the railway is being 
manufactured off-site, and the overall project 
will be completed by the end of next year. 
Once in place, the bridge will significantly ease 
traffic on the Ratoath Road for people living and 
working in the area. Design work is currently 
underway to allow the Porterstown and 
Coolmine level crossings to close in the future, 
while allowing traffic to continue flowing.  

fundinG proVided to 
re-open de paul pool
I have sanctioned funding of €1.3 million from 
my Department to the Daughters of Charity 
Service, in order to re-open the De Paul 
swimming pool on the Navan Road.  The pool 
will be open to local residents as well as 
clients of the service.  Many of the clients are 
profoundly disabled and need an accessible 
pool with special equipment. The pool used to 
be an important local amenity and many of us 
learned to swim in it, so it will be great to get it 
re-opened and modernised. 



This leaflet was printed in Dublin

minister leo Varadkar 
Leo Varadkar is the Fine Gael TD for Dublin West and 
Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport. He was elected to 
the Dáil in 2007, and re-elected in 2011. He served on Fingal 
County Council from 2003-7. He is a strong campaigner for 
open government, political and public service reform and 
maintaining low taxes for people at work. Locally, Leo has 
consistently argued for better planning, the protection of 
green spaces and better facilities in the community.

Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport: 44 Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Tel: 01 604 1082 
Constituency Office: 37A Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15. Tel: 01 640 3133 
Email: leoconstituency@dttas.ie    Website: www.leovaradkar.ie

GaY mitchell mep
Gay Mitchell is a Member of the European 

Parliament for Dublin.
192 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6

Tel: 01 4961940 Fax: 01 4961940
Email: gay.mitchell@europarl.europa.eu

www.gaymitchell.ie

cllr eithne loftus
Eithne represents Castleknock and 

Blanchardstown on the council. Deerpark 
Avenue, Castleknock, Dublin 15.  

Email: eithne.loftus@fingalcoco.ie 
Phone: 087 622 3419

cllr kieran dennison
Kieran is the Mayor of Fingal and represents the 

Mulhuddart Electoral Area which includes Clonsilla, 
Clonee, Ongar, Corduff, Hartstown, Huntstown  

and Hollystown.  37A, Main Street, Ongar, Dublin 15
Email: kierandennison@gmail.com
Website: www.kierandennison.com

Phone: 087 259 5949

cllr marY o’shea
Mary represents Cabra Glasnevin  

on Dublin City Council. 
Members Room, City Hall, Dublin 2

Phone: 086 8038044
E-Mail: mary.oshea@dublincity.ie

senator eamonn coGhlan
Email: eamonn.coghlan@oir.ie
Website: www.finegael.ie/our-people/senators/eamonn-coghlan
Seanad Éireann, Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2. 
Phone: 01 618 3027

paschal donohoe td
Paschal represents Dublin Central. 
The Navan Road, Ashtown, Blackhorse Avenue and 
Rathbourne/Pelletstown areas will move to Dublin West for 
the next election. 
Leinster House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2.
Phone: 01 6183689
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Your fine Gael team

•	 Bank	Guarantee	ended
•	 Promissory	Notes	eliminated
•	 IBRC	(Anglo	Irish	Bank	and	Irish	Nationwide)	

liquidated
•	 Troika	Agreement	renegotiated
•	 New	Haddington	Road	Agreement	
•	 Bankers	charged	in	the	courts
•	 Minimum	Wage	cut	reversed
•	 No	increase	in	Income	Tax
•	 No	cuts	in	basic	weekly	social	welfare	

payments

•	 Sale	of	State	assets	to	invest	in	jobs	and	
infrastructure

•	 Reform	of	local	government	with	600	fewer	
councillors, but more local democracy

•	 Constitutional	Convention	
•	 Fewer	quangos
•	 Fewer	ministers,	fewer	TDs	and	fewer	

committees 
•	 Taoiseach’s	salary	now	50%	of	Bertie	Ahern’s	
•	 Referendum	on	the	Seanad	in	the	autumn
•	 Effective	ban	on	Corporate	Donations

•	 20,000	more	people	at	work	this	year
•	 Live	Register	and	Unemployment	Rate	at	three	

year low and falling 
•	 Budget	deficit	down	from	30%	to	7%
•	 Successful	European	Presidency
•	 Safest	year	on	our	roads	on	record	(2012)
•	 Tourist	Visits	up	three	years	in	a	row	
•	 Exports	highest	ever
•	 Foreign	Investment	returning
•	 House	prices	have	stabilised	

straWberrY fair – julY 21st
As part of our local contribution to The Gathering, the old traditional Strawberry Fair is being revived.  It will be held on 
July 21st from 2pm to 6pm. The Strawberry Beds road will be closed to traffic, giving families a unique opportunity to 
enjoy the stunning natural beauty of the area, which made it a holiday hotspot in simpler times. The significant cultural 
heritage of the area, dating back to the late 19th century, will be celebrated with walking tours, cycling, horse and cart 
trips, and jazz and traditional music along the route. There will be a Family Fun Picnic on the community field near the 
Wrens Nest, with music, face painting, dog show, balloons etc... and of course strawberries and cream.  
Cllr Kieran Dennison, chairman of the Blanchardstown Area Partnership which is organising the event, said ‘this is an old and unique festival in Dublin and I am delighted 
to see it back again for the Gathering. It promises to be a great day out for everyone.’ For more information see www.facebook.com/strawbfair

neW GoVernment – What’s chanGed?
The new Fine Gael-led government has been in office for over two years now.  We inherited an economic disaster from the last government.  Our economy was 
in tatters and we were only months from bankruptcy.  Ireland’s reputation was at an all-time low, damaging trade, investment and jobs.  We have had to clean 
up the mess and now we are in the process of rebuilding.  It’s taking longer than any of us thought, and people are understandably frustrated that progress has 
not come faster.  But we are only at the half-way point of this Government’s term.  A lot has changed and a lot has been achieved.

Here are a few examples:

With more than two and a half years to run, the Government can and needs to achieve a lot more.  But the test of any government is that it brings the country 
to a better place.  I am confident that we will pass that test. 


